Lesson 8.  Study Guide
For
The Gospel according to Matthew
A Torah of the Church
Fr. Lawrence Farley

Chapter 12
The Question about the Sabbath

Overview:  The Sabbath was given to humanity to remind us that God the creator rested from labor, and so should we.  Christ did not attempt to repeal the Sabbath law, but rather he greatly magnified the Sabbath.  With Christ came the time for everyone to be trained by a higher requirement.  He never broke the law without adequate cause and always gave a reasonable justification.  The Pharisees remained silent when nothing great was happening, but when they saw miracles of healing, they were offended.  Yet they themselves had violated the Sabbath by immolating victims in the temple.  Jesus concluded something more decisive:  that plucking grain on the Sabbath is no sin at all.  The reversal was occurring by those with a special calling.  Jesus clearly revealed that he himself was the temple.  (Church Fathers:  Theodore of Heraclea; Chrysostom; Hilary; Cyril of Alexandria; and Jerome)

1. Jesus uses an example of King David eating the priest’s showbread on the Sabbath in the Temple to justify his disciples eating grains on the Sabbath.  What quote in Old Testament scripture clarifies Jesus’ support of eating the grains and what three qualities of human character relate to this OT scripture.   
		OT quote________  
		Three human characteristics____________________________________
2.  T or F.  Since Jesus is the messianic Son of man. He is also the Lord of Sabbath and can interpret its rules the way he chooses.
3.  Jesus compares the rescue of  a sheep in the pit to healing the man with the withered hand for the purpose of : (check only one below)
___correcting the law	___teaching the Pharisees
___permitting good works on the Sabbath		___ showing Jesus’ authority
___only death can be healed on the Sabbath

Overview:  Jesus came to the lost sheep of Israel, but they were not ready to receive their own Shepherd.  Upon hearing that they had taken council to destroy him, he withdrew, not fearing their judgment but to dispel evil.  By ordering the miracle to be kept secret he refused to boast about himself.  It is not as an adversary that Christ transcends the law, but as though he was of one mind with the lawgiver.  Jesus was loved by God and pleasing to his Father’s will.   He was taught by his way of life not to scream or to show off but to lead a public life of respect and virtuous actions.  Jesus bore with his opposition patiently, not reducing them to utter oblivion, until he had fulfilled the purpose of this mission. (Origen; Hilary; Chrysostom; Apollinaris; and Theodore of Heraclea)

4. Jesus’ warning to the people to keep silent about his healing miracles comes from the prophecy of Isaiah. Here is a summary of Isaiah’s references to the Messiah look them up as below :
· 7:14 Virgin birth;	
· 35:5 healing powers;	 
· 40:3 JTB forerunner;
· 42: 1-4  & 49:1-7 Being a Servant & bringing judgment in truth
· 50:4-11 Listen to the voice of the Servant	   
· 52:13 My Servant exalted & glorified
· 53:12  The Lord’s soul was delivered to death but bore the sins of many 

Now, do your best, give a short summary of your understanding of the Messiah from Scripture, outlining what kind of a man He will be according to these verses.







Commentary on EXCURSUS – Zionism.  Fr. Lawrence makes a strong point for the fact that with the Messiah we have it all.  We no longer recognize the prophecy in Ezekiel (36:24) where the Jews will be returned to land of Palestine (sometimes known as Dispensationalism).  According to Fr. Lawrence, this explanation of prophecy is, “a flat contradiction to the apostolic view of the Old Testament prophecies.”  Rather, the prophecies are fulfilled in those Jews who accept Jesus as their savior and Messiah.  The Jews who do not consider Jesus as Messiah are apostate!  
Additionally, based upon our Study of the Early Church last year in 2010, we find the same historical conclusion.  With the destruction of the Temple in AD70 after the first Jewish-Roman War (68-70), the warring Jews were captured and sent to Rome as slaves under Vespasian.  The non-warring Jews were banned from worshipping in Jerusalem and landed northwest in Jamnia where they founded an academy in AD83.  This academy was a rabbinical school for the study of the law.  Meanwhile the Christian Jews (CJ’s),  all of whom were non-warring,  migrated to Pella 60 miles north under Cleopas’ son Bishop Symeon (AD60-107) the successor to St. James.  The CJ’s continued to worship in the synagogues on Saturday with the Jews.  However, the influence of the Jamnia School soon brought measures against their belief in Jesus as Messiah and banned them from Temple worship,  By AD100 Christianity is growing rapidly and taken into “house churches” with great regularity.  Setting Christian Jews further away from the Jews was a second attempt by them to get back to Jerusalem. A Second Jewish-Roman War (AD132-135) under the leadership of a “fake messiah” named  Bar Kochba failed miserably dispersing the Jews further away from Jerusalem. 

5.  T or F.  He who is not with Jesus is against him.
6.  Any sin and __________________ can be forgiven but _________________ against the ______________________ cannot be forgiven.
7. T or F.  No matter how appalling or heinous a sin they can be forgiven.
8. To ascribe Christ’s powers of healing to the devil or demons will ______ be ________________.
9. Only ____________ and _________ in Jesus as Messiah or the Son of man can cleanse away the sin of ________________ against the __________________.
10.   The Lord allows us to speak or utter idle words as long as they are:  (check)
___ pure in heart	___ given to prior thought	___ loving and kind
___ words of forgiveness

Overview:  The Pharisees imagined that Jesus was not in control of his passions and that he could at any moment moved to anger and the next moved to flattery.  Those who wish to know the Son of God through a demonstration of signs but not through faith will remain trapped in their disbelief.  The three days of his death and resurrection refer to the end of Friday, all of Saturday and the beginning of Sunday of the Passion Week.  Jonah prefigured the Son of man and the people of Nineveh the believers.  The church fulfills the Queen of the South (3Kings 10), providing not gifts of perishable things but faith, the incense of knowledge, the outpouring of an offering, the sweat of virtues and the blood of martyrdom.  Yet there are many limits to this analogy as well.  (Chrysostom; Anonymous; Theodore of Heraclea; Augustine; Cyril of Alexandria; and Origen) 

11.  The scribes and Pharisees were looking for Jesus to produce another sign.  What was that sign? 



12.   A sign was not given because they were considered: _______________________

13.   The only sign they would receive would be the sign of __________, a parallel to the ________________________.
14.   The men of Nineveh __________________ at the preaching of ____________ and his work (Jon3) and will stand up in the ____________________.
15.   What does this statement by Fr. Lawrence mean, “To whom much is given, of that one much is required”? (Matthew 25:29)
16.   Whoever does the will of God is my _____________________________________.
17.    Christ’s true family is :  (check)
____ all who do his work	___ all who believe in him as Messiah
____ all his biological kin	___ all who know light from darkness
____ all who follow him	___ all of the above


Conclusion:  What happens when someone who once believed now disbelieves?  He suffers a much worse fall than previously.  For this reason “he passes through waterless places seeking rest.”   This indicates how thoroughly the demons’ stratagem has taken hold of such a person.   
Now remember how the evil spirit inhabited the people in Egypt, how they lived according to Egyptian customs and laws and became unclean.  Moses then delivered the law as a guide and light to true divine knowledge, the wicked and unclean spirit left them.  It is the Holy Spirit which sees a person’s heart desisting from uncleanness, and rests in that one to keep the unclean spirits away.  (Cyril of Alexandria)



++++++++++++++++++++++++++++The End++++++++++++++++++++++++


				 
