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>> Why did you write The Wormwood File?

A few years ago I was thinking of giving a copy of C.S. Lewis's

book, The Screwtape Letters, to a friend in California who lives in a

very "new agey" culture in which Christianity is the opposite of

trendy. The Screwtape Letters is a classic -- it still sells many

thousands of copies a year. But I re-read the book first and realized

that the world in which it had been written was hugely different

from the one we live in today, 65 years later. Lewis would be

astonished at how much change, in many ways for the worse, has

occurred since the publication of The Screwtape Letters in 1943.

Ours is a world in which in which marriages often fail, in which the

lives of many unborn children are ended before birth, in which

pornography is available to anyone interested and able to make use

of the internet, in which we bury ourselves in consumer products, in

which the internet and television challenge us all in a wide variety

of ways, and in which war has become even more destructive and

indiscriminate than it was in Lewis' day.

This led me to think of a new book built on a similar foundation  --

correspondence between an apprentice demon and a far more

experienced demon -- but addressing some of the issues we face in a much more secular world.

>> How did it feel to play "devil's advocate" (even if tongue in

cheek)? Wasn't there some inherent danger in doing so?

It was disturbing to see how easy was to look at things from a

demonic point of view -- just about as easy as clicking a switch. I

didn't have to dig deeply within myself to find the voice of

Wormwood.

>> Which is your favorite chapter?

This is like asking someone what's their favorite color or all-time

favorite movie. These things change according to mood and

circumstances. Maybe today for me it's Wormwood's message 4 on

"true religion." But ask me again this afternoon and I will probably

have a different answer.

>> Which was the most difficult chapter to write?

It was hardest writing about abortion -- see message 8 on choice.

Choice is a hot word in America, and not only there. We like "to

keep our options open." Those in favor of abortion rarely describe

themselves as "pro-abortion." That would putting things much too

plainly. Instead they call their position "pro-choice" and that works.

The reality is the same with either tag but the latter term sounds

morally neutral, even positive. Being against choice is like being

against apple pie.

We live in a culture that pays a lot of attention to packaging.

Finding the right words to wrap around killing so that instead of the

focus being on killing the unborn, it's on freedom of choice -- it's a

brilliant way of packaging something horrific, something that was

used to be regarded as possibly the worse form of murder: killing a

defenseless human being while still in it's mother's body. And yet

in speaking plainly about what abortion really means, a Christian

writer has to be compassionate about the incredible pressures a

young woman may be facing if she become pregnant and isn't

married -- from parents, friends, her boyfriend, social workers, not

to mention herself. It's easy to give in to others, and it's easy to give

in to one's own panic.

>> What is your hope that Orthodox readers take away from this book?

Maybe the main things is that we live our entire life on a battlefield

even if we're lucky enough to have a nice home, loving parents,

food on the table, a sense of security, abilities and talents that may

give us a shot at a comfortable future. In fact every day we have

hard choices to make, and the fact is that there are powerful

temptations to make wrong choices, choices that are destructive for

ourselves and others. As Christians, or at least people who

sometimes think seriously about trying to live a Christ-centered life,

we need to equip ourselves spiritually and intellectually to resist the

arguments and slogans that in fact drag us away from the Gospel.

>> Anything else you'd like to share?

Perhaps the thing I like best about The Wormwood File is that it's

built on the premise that one of the best ways to deal with demons is

to laugh them off. They really don't like being laughed at. While I

was writing the book, every time a chapter was more or less

finished, I would read it aloud to Nancy (my wife) before we went

to bed. The more she laughed, the more pleased I was. And we had

some really good laughs.

Enjoy the book.
